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Summary minutes of the S&D Group meeting
14 April 2014, Strasbourg
In the chair: Hannes SWOBODA
1. Adoption of the draft agenda 
The draft agenda was adopted.

Announcements

Hannes SWOBODA 

· Reported back for the Away Day of Bureau & Heads of Delegation and the 'Relaunching of Europe' event in Prague, Czech Republic
· Welcomed the new French MEP - Christine REVAULT D´ALLONES-BONNEFOY (who replaced Harlem DÉSIR)
· Announced the publication of the S&D brochure 'Our call for action: for an alternative vision of Europe' 

· Called upon Members to support Martin SCHULZ during the vote on the resolution on the EU budget discharge.
2. Preparation of the April II plenary session – overview from the Parliamentary Secretary of the 
   Group

Enrique GUERRERO SALOM listed changes made to the final draft agenda, deadlines for tabling texts and highlighted in particular the Councils and Commission statements - 100 years on from the First World War: lessons to learn and future of Europe, with 1 round of political group speakers; Statement by the VPC/HR - Russian pressure on Eastern Partnership countries and in particular destabilisation of eastern Ukraine with a vote on Thursday.
Knut FLECKENSTEIN strongly argued against the resolution on Ukraine. He considered it counterproductive prior to the four-party talks on the crisis in Ukraine to be held in Geneva on April 17. Miguel Angel MARTÍNEZ MARTÍNEZ supported his position. 
Hannes SWOBODA was strongly against the title of the resolution as adopted by the CoP.

Victor BOSTINARU expressed growing concerns about the impact of Russia on Central and Eastern Europe and stressed the importance of the resolution for the Romanian Delegation.
3. Debates on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law (Rule 122) - 
    S&D resolutions
Libor ROUČEK presented the following topics on the plenary agenda: 
· Pakistan: recent cases of persecution
· Syria: situation of certain vulnerable communities
· Situation in North Korea
The Group adopted the draft resolutions. 
4. Preparation of the vote on the Iacolino report on Conditions of entry and residence of third-      country nationals in the framework of an intra-corporate transfer + Vote
Hannes SWOBODA was critical of the EP services´ changing the order of voting; as a result, the compromise would be voted before the EMPL amendments.  
Claude MORAES and Alejandro CERCAS preferred not to take a formal vote in the Group.  
Claude MORAES recommended to vote against the compromise (directive) to underline our position that the S&D group is in favour of legal migration but not without an equal treatment. His line was echoed by Alejandro CERCAS. 
Birgit SIPPEL was critical of the order of votes in the plenary and warned not to send the wrong signals prior to the elections.
Claude MORAES clarified that originally the EMPL amendments were to be voted first but this has been changed and consequently the strategy is to vote against the directive.
Hannes SWOBODA emphasized that he will raise the issue of voting procedure in the plenary. He added that he will underpin in the media that the S&D Group is against the lack of equal treatment in the directive and not against the aims of directive.
Any other business
None

15 April 2014, Strasbourg
In the chair: Hannes SWOBODA
Announcements
Hannes SWOBODA welcomed new Italian Members: Andrea ZANONI (who moved from the ALDE Group) and Giovanni BARBAGALLO (who replaced Francesca BARRACCIU).

1. Modification of the Group's Rules on the use of appropriations from budget item 400 + Vote
Jutta STEINRUCK considered that it was not right that the current Group should be taking a decision that would affect the future Group. She called for deferment of this agenda item to the first Group meetings of the new parliamentary term. 
Jutta HAUG, Edit HERCZOG and Hannes SWOBODA were not in favour of the postponement.
The Group has decided to postpone the adoption of the modified rules till the next parliamentary term.
2. Preparation of the vote on Estimates of revenue and expenditure for the financial year 2015-   

    Section I – Parliament (Garriga Polledo report)

Jens GEIER introduced the draft report based on the first estimates of revenues and expenditure prepared by the Secretary General, following their adoption by the Parliament's Bureau and long internal negotiations between the BUDG Committee and the Parliament's Bureau. He noted that the broad agreement has been reached between the EPP and the S&D and expected the clear majority in the plenary. He asked the Group to support the amendments on the translation cuts effecting the small national delegations and delegations with minority languages. 

Göran FÄRM welcomed overall good result and called for further indication of areas where the savings could be made.  
Ivailo KALFIN also took part in the exchange of views. 
3.  Preparation of the debate and the vote on the resolution on Russian pressure on Eastern  
     Partnership countries and in particular destabilisation of eastern Ukraine
Libour ROUČEK briefly introduced the content of the resolution. As the negotiations on the joint text were still ongoing, the debate in the Group was postponed to the following day.
4.  Preparation of the debate and the vote on the Manders report on Transfer of motor vehicles
Catherine STIHLER announced that the Rapporteur seeks to postpone the vote until the next parliamentary term due to the circumstances which have been misconstrued in a very unfortunate way in the press by the UK Conservatives. She noted that the whole issue has been dominated by the question of EU number plates.  She called for the support of the Rapporteur in this postponement. 
16 April 2014, Strasbourg
In the chair: Hannes SWOBODA
1.   Exchange of views on the Transatlantic Trade and investment Partnership (TTIP) and 
adoption of a position document
Bernd LANGE outlined the main elements of the draftposition paper: No lowering of EU standards, Data protection, Regulation of financial markets, No circumvention of democratic legislative processes, Labour rights, Investor to state dispute settlement (ISDS) and Transparency of negotiations. He stressed that the Group opposes the inclusion of ISDS in the TTIP agreement. 
Vital MOREIRA assessed the potential benefits of the agreement. He also raised the Commission consultation on ISDS and supported the Group´s decision not to participate in it. 
Hannes SWOBODA, Ana GOMES, Victor BOŞTINARU and Richard FALBR supported the draft paper. 
The Group has adopted the position paper on the EU-US negotiations for a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership Agreement (TTIP).
2.   Preparation of the vote on the resolution on Russian pressure on Eastern Partnership 
      countries and in particular destabilisation of eastern Ukraine
Libor ROUČEK gave insight of negotiations over the joint text. He expressed concerns about the language, not the content, and emphasized that the harsh wording of the resolution reflected the united position of the EPP, ALDE and ECR. 
In the debate, the following Members have expressed concerns and diverse opinions, examining different sides of the issue: Ioan PASCU, Ivailo KALFIN, Ana GOMES, Luis YÁÑEZ-BARNUEVO GARCÍA, Miguel Angel MARTÍNEZ MARTÍNEZ, Evgeni KIRILOV, Victor BOŞTINARU, Knut FLECKENSTEIN, Véronique DE KEYSER, Vital MOREIRA, Katrin SAKS and Edit HERCZOG.
Despite his criticism over the harsh language used in the text, Hannes SWOBODA´s position was not to vote against the resolution. 
The Group has decided not to sign the joint resolution and to abstain in the final vote.

3.  Debates on cases of breaches of human rights, democracy and the rule of law (Rule 122) - 

     resolutions

Véronique DE KEYSER presented the following joint resolutions as tabled:
· Pakistan: recent cases of persecution
· Syria: situation of certain vulnerable communities
· Situation in North Korea
The Group approved the proposed joint resolutions.
4.  Adoption of the Group position paper on the Rise of right-wing extremism and populism in Europe
Sylvie GUILLAUME outlined the main points of the draft position paper.
Juan Fernando LÓPEZ AGUILAR and Michael CASHMAN supported the draft paper and considered it as an effective tool for the upcoming elections. 
The Group has adopted the position paper on the Rise of right-wing extremism and populism in Europe.

Any other business
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